The Medical Officer of Health has no greater difficulty than in dealing promptly with the so-called preventible diseases. The only indications which he receives of their presence among us is either the death certificate furnished to him in the returns of the Registrars, which, though handed to him weekly, generally contain not the deaths of the bypast week, but those which have taken place in the preceding one.
Such instances, and many more might be given, show the importance of intimation being sent to the authorities, not merely of a death having occurred, but also of all cases of illness from infectious diseases. In that first mentioned, had suitable information been given, the bed would have been emptied of its contents, the chaff destroyed, and, in all probability, its covering too, if it was not deemed worth the expense of thorough cleansing and disinfection ; and in such cases occurring among the poor, the authorities willingly restore or renew all articles that have been destroyed. In the second instance, but for an accidental interference of some one, the house with its load of infected material might have been re-let, and much distress and expense incurred in consequence of the carelessness of the parties in charge. And They averred that it would make a most invidious distinction were the medical attendants on the poorer classes alone to be called upon to discharge this duty, and they protested against any fresh burden being thrown upon the profession, without an acknowledgment that the service asked to be rendered was a medical service, and therefore demanding remuneration. The force of these views was felt by the Corporation, who at once offered to pay 2s. 6d? for each intimation of a case of illness, and with this sum the parochial medical officers declared themselves satisfied.
It has been asked what are the precise diseases that it is proposed to intimate to the authorities. Now there can be little doubt that the list should only include the following:?Fevers properly so called (typhus, typhoid, relapsing), diphtheria, smallpox, scarlatina, measles, hoopingcough, and erysipelas.
As to the mode in which intimation is proposed to be made, 
